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Kennebec River Initiative








The Kennebec River Initiative (KRI) is a collaborative effort aimed at securing the future of the Kennebec Corridor as one of the State's most valuable natural, economic and cultural resources. The work accomplished through this initiative will lay the groundwork for the character and "sense of place" of the Kennebec River during the coming years. The KRI is guided by a diverse and strong group of stakeholders whose representatives make up the steering committee. The initiative also aims to preserve the river's role as an economic asset for tourism and revitalization and to make sure that those parts of the river that make it special to anglers, boaters and communities along its shore are retained.








One of the first activities the KRI will undertake is to form three "River Reach Committees" that will help determine the values and priorities that make their reach segment or river section unique and important to the people of their region. Committees will be made up of people with diverse backgrounds and interests but will hopefully share a common goal of protecting and enhancing this valuable resource. The southern reach will run from Phippsburg to Augusta. The towns from Sidney and Vassalboro, north to Skowhegan will comprise the central reach and the northern reach runs from Norridgewock to the outlet on Moosehead Lake.








This undertaking is not just another discussion about the Kennebec River. This is a well-funded initiative with government agencies, sportsman's groups, municipalities and local land trusts behind it. The partners in the Kennebec River Initiative include Maine Department of Conservation (DOC), Sportsman's Alliance of Maine (SAM), Natural Resources Council of Maine (NRCM) and the Kennebec Valley Council of Governments (KVCOG). In the short time this project has been active, this list of partners has grown considerably. The Kennebec County Soil & Water Conservation District in Augusta will serve as Project Director and report to a management team made up of representatives from the partner organizations.














More information on the Kennebec River Initiative will be available soon through the Kennebec Valley Council of Governments (KVCOG) website at www.kvcog.org                        You can also contact the Project Director, Josh Platt, at the Kennebec County Soil & Water Conservation District office in Augusta. The district office number is (207) 622-7847 x 3. The Project Director can also be reached by e-mail at josh@kcswcd.org.
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