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Vision:

Create a regional trail from Topsham through Bowdoinham and Richmond to Gardiner, which connects: the Androscoggin River Pedestrian Bike Path in Topsham, the Village Area in Bowdoinham, the Village Area in Richmond, and the Kennebec River Rail Trail in Gardiner.  
Uses:

· Hiking, biking, mountain biking, horseback riding, snow shoeing, cross-country skiing, snowmobiling
Trail System Specifications:

Village Centers – 
Developed trail: built up, maybe like a sidewalk.  Signage from destinations within village areas and to guide travels to rural trail connector.
Rural Area – 
Rural trail: maybe some stone, stone dust, gravel, mulch about three feet wide with a six foot wide clearing.  Signage for trail connectors/destinations and distance to villages.

Benefits:

The creation of this trail would connect two existing regional trails, the Androscoggin River Pedestrian Bike Path in Topsham and the Kennebec River Rail Trail in Gardiner, which would serve to connect the cities of Brunswick and Augusta as an alternate transportation route.  Connecting to these existing regional trails would also allow the Merrymeeting Trail to serve as an alternate route on the East Coast Greenway, as this trail would connect Segment 18 and Segment 25 of the East Coast Greenway in Maine.  The East Coast Greenway is a national trail that connects existing and planned trails, in a continuous, safe, green route that is 3,000 miles long linking Calais, Maine at the Canadian border with Key West, Florida. 
Health:

Trails create healthy recreation and transportation opportunities by providing people of all ages with attractive, safe, accessible and low- or no-cost places to cycle, walk, hike, jog or skate. Trails help people of all ages incorporate exercise into their daily routines by connecting them with places they want or need to go. Communities that encourage physical activity by making use of the linear corridors can see a significant effect on public health and wellness. 
Transportation/Livability: 

In addition to providing a safe place for people to enjoy recreational activities, trails often function as viable transportation corridors. Trails can be an important element in regional multi-modal transportation system. Many areas of the country incorporate trails and similar facilities into their transit plans, relying upon trail facilities to "feed" people in to and out of transit stations in a safe and efficient manner. The ability to avoid congested streets and highways, and travel through natural areas on foot or by non-motorized means, is a large factor in a community's "livability." 
Conservation/Environment:


Trails have all the traditional conservation benefits of preserving greenspace, but also have additional benefits by way of their linear nature. As tools for ecology and conservation, greenways and trails help preserve important natural landscapes, provide needed links between fragmented habitats, and offer tremendous opportunities for protecting plant and animal species. They also can be useful tools for wetland preservation and improvement of air and water quality. 
Economy/Revitalization:


The economic effects of trails are sometimes readily apparent (as in the case of trailside businesses), and are sometimes more subtle, like when a company decides to move to a particular community because of amenities like trails. There is no question, however, that countless communities across America have experienced an economic revitalization due in whole or in part to trails. 
Historic Preservation/Community Identity 

Many community leaders have been surprised at how trails have become sources of community identity and pride. These effects are magnified when communities use trails to highlight and provide access to historic and cultural resources. Many trails and greenways themselves preserve historically significant transportation corridors. 

Proposed Trail Corridor:

Railroad Corridor- Rail-with-Trail – 

Positives: 

· We would just need the permission of one landowner, MDOT.

· The railroad corridor goes through the Bowdoinham, Richmond, and Gardiner village centers and would connect to the Kennebec River Rail trail.
· This would be a fairly direct route that would meet all of our goals in terms of the areas we want to connect.
· We could veer off the MDOT right-of-way where the construction cost would be too great.
· The River Road is in vicinity of the railroad corridor.

· We may need to work with property owners for permission and easements where the trail would veer out of the right-of-way.
Negatives:  

· This could be a challenging corridor in terms of engineering and potential costs of construction.
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